Byie Bandits OF Amevica
TRS-80% Computer ¢lub
780 MANX 4ve.
Eampbell,cq 95008

Newsletter June 1986 TRS5-80%5

Meetings:

There does not seem to be very much interest in the formal meeting . The 4th Wednesday of
the month. That means it should be changed to a different format or we should cancel it, Bince it
doesmt cost us anything but our time, I find it foolish to eliminate it. So I am open to Suggestions?
One Idea I Had would be to promote a new program at each meeting. That is, Buy a program and
operate it at each meeting. Discuss it and pass it around for evaluation . f we keep the cost
around $50.00 it should keep up active during the Summer months. I’ll order out these three
programs and hope to have them at this next meeting . Fairytale - Wonderland - Dream World
Adventures . Try to make the meetings too! Trs-B80s support is leaning out in the Bay Area!

Micro to Mainframea:

‘Bridging the Synchronous protocols to link up Trs-80's to mainframes using Trsdos has been a
dream for many Tandy users. Finally there is an emulation program available, "Telexpress Inc' has
an emulator program that allows communications for most types of mainframe computers. Call
L@9-877-4900 and ask about '"Telderm' Also ask for the price (They did not advertise it!)

Self Training Media:

1 found a use for the ole casseite recorder.Nolnot for data storage. For listening to
instruction tapes, for your M5-DOS programs . All you need to do is load the tapes into your
favorite tape recorder and listen and learn.

This company also sells disks for the person that wishes to learn or practice on their
computer, Both types of courses cost less than $100.00 each . Should you wish more information ,
look at the catalog called "R and R direct’ when you are at the meetings . The company also sells
video training VCR tapestoo. Call 1-800-654-PLUS for prices and programs selections . Note :
These training courses are for the more popular M5-DOS programs.

Swap Meets :
1 May 31 Saturday 10-6 pm 1 day
Santa Clara Fairgrounds

2, June 7 Saturday 10-5 pm 1 day
San Jose Conventions Center Exhibit Hall

CF/M programs:

I was wanting to use a few CF/m programs last weekend. I found that those who hawve CF/M do
not have any programs for the CR/M,

So I'm going to change that quickly. Fill the memory barks with an assortment of CF/M
selections! Yes, I will attempt to obtain the club a fair selection of practical CA/M softwares.
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Syetem 1D:

Dear ;f;q/*f .

- KAV¥FUL MESSAGE SYSITEM UUMMRAND SUPTHRKY —=¥=—
---------- -ACTION COMANDS---—-m—mm—- ———e——MATL and MESSAGE COMMANDS-—-----
BYE = Log-off. Nc comment option APF = APFLY for Syctem Registration
CPM = Public Domain File Area COM = COMMENTS (private) to the Sysop
CH = CHAT with Syeop (if available? E ENTER a new mescage {csend mail)
EX = EXPERT mode temporary on/off K1 KILL (erase/delete) a mezsage
G = GOUDBYE with Conment cption H Mail liet (Use K or RS to Read)
J = JUMP o CPM File Area & QUICKSUMMARY of Message Topice

u liser Profile/Terminal Opticons 34 = READ mail (or meccages)
R;? = Read/Search Help Information
—————————— INFORMATION COMMRNDS~—--m e REF = REFLY to specific mescsage number
RES = RESTORE a deleted message
# = ARTICLES, Calendar, Features RN # Read New (BEST RE&D COMMAIND
W' = Bulletin Board Instructions RF = Read Previouve {same as FR
Ca = CALLERS listing fcince épm)d RF = Read Reverse Order
L = ListsLoczte another User or City RR:?= Read Reverce Order with Help
W = NOTES - &System Information/Help RS = Read Sequential Order
0 = (ther BEZ System phone listing RS;7= FKead Sequential/Search Help Intfc
8T = STATS - redisplay logon state & = SUMSARY list of Topic, Date, etc.
T = TIME f{date, time and time uced) §;7? = Summary/Search Help Information
L W = Directory of Registered Users UN = UNKILL {came as RESTORE)
I = MHelp
Enter the command NOTES 4or detasiled information and help using the srciem,
mmmmmm——— SZES. e END OF COMaND SUMMARY ------—-oew- ~ ZEZ = mm e
OTHER COMMANDS (ALIAS NAMES FOR THOSE NOTED IN THE SUMMARY .
F = FEATUFRES (came ac ARTICLES) H = HELF (came as “7°)
WH = WHO am 17 - = (same as WHO command)
Y = YELL {same ac CHAT) X = XPERT (zame as EXPERT)
Z = (same acs CALLERS command) # = (same as STATS command)

NOTE: The easiect way to log into the system is to do so utilizing your secret
"SYSTEM 1D°. Your "EYESTEM 1D® is the combination of your USER NUWMBER plus your
perscnal passwctd fi.e. if your user number is 711 and your password is DOGEY,
then your SSYSTEM 1D" would be 711DGGGYY. When the system acks that you enter
your rame, enter your *SYSTEM 1D® inctead and logon should proceed very quickivy.



Checksum:

As I picked up the June Bé Issue of "8 micro" I wondered what it had to offer that the other
issues didm't have? "Special Issue" I'm still wondering! I did find a short program that you can use
to verify programs (That you create or type from a listing) Operations - functions - etc. for typos
or errors all are verified, This program is the Highlight of this Issue of "B@ micro" . The rest of
the bookK is filled with jurk from the MS-D0OS world.

Model 4

It was brought to my attention that finding a model 4 (any type) in the Radio Shack stores, is
getting very hard to do. "Powersoft' says "The Dealers wont stock them, Tandy ism't going to
continue them.either!' Did Tandy screw the model 4 up by changing to new roms? Incompatibility kills
the market quickly! maybr Tandy got MS-DOS fever? (big bucks for computers with visual softwares
on the shelves.)

" The new model 4 computers have only CR/M programs to run so far . Probably the third party
support isn't there to support the new roms? Well it is comforting to know the model III side can
bark select all the memory . At least its not all lost.

Schools Outs

With the schools closing for a much needed rest, I would be practical to discuss with your
children, their interests in the use of computers at school . Will they be changing schoals nesxt
year? Will your child be going to summer school? Do the schools offer computer classes along with
other courses? Would a home summer computer course be practical when vacation starts to get
boring? How about a few computer games instead of those Cartoons?

There are many primer programs- Typing - Speed Reading - Math - Spedling - etc, These could
enthance your child’s education for the next school year.
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Have you inquired about the summer camps that offer computers too? They cost alot more
money but a higher level intellectual setting would be surrounding your child, The camps offer
complete summer fun,plus computer knowledge too.

Lockheed Swap meet:

The Byte Bandits of America was represented at Lockheed’s private (employee’s only) swap mest.
It was held May 8, 4 pm — & pm. The club’s appearance was reqguested. So we went with out
computer-bamer and club literatures,

Laser Jet Printer:

The ability to commect a laser jet printer to the model HIMV computers is awesome . The
printers cost much more than the computers ,but like all good computers, we can now plug one in
and use it efficiently. There is this add on program from "Prosoft’ that operates with "Allwrite"
word processor and it condains a variety of fonts . The cost of the program is $50 - 100 and it
can be ordered with "Allwrite" or as a seperate program

BBS .

The Club has. a few good selections of programs in the download section . Call 408-374-3974 And
test your skill at transferring programs through the telephone lines. I know, Its hard to get on the
bbs, it’'s very popular. Bring your modems and computers to the meetings (Bnd sat) They are
capable of connecting computer to computer for transferring of Programs. Try it.

Tre-80 World:

Ever get the feeling that Tandy’s world is slowly disappearing? The retail market for our
computer has dried up locally. The shows and swaptmeets are void of Radio Shack computers,
Should we be ashamed of our computer? Where is our public Image? Are the trs-80 clubs letting
down their Public Images? Is there something we should do? Hello Tandy! We still need you!



HARDWARE

by Dan Keen and Robert Murray

Transter Points

Build your own null modem adapter
for moving files between computers.

Photo. Null modem adapter.

any owners of Tandy MS-DOS com-

puters face the job of transferring
Model VIIV/4 files to their new machines.
Some transfer methods require extra hard-
ware or software that can cost serious
money. But for a few dollars, we built a null
modem device, which allowed us to move
files from a Model 4 to a Tandy 1000 via
their serial ports (see the Photo). Since TRS-
DOS 6 has a COMM utility and the 1000
comes with DeskMate, we didn't need ad-
ditional communications software. You
could, of course, use a similar setup to
move files between any two computers.

Making the Connection

To port files, your Tandy 1000 must
have the RS-232C upgrade sold by Radio
Shack (stock number 25-1006, $99).

The null moderm is an adapter that you
connect to one of the computers—it crosses
send and receive lines so the two machines
can communicate. To build your own,
you'll need male and femnale 25-pin D-sub-
miniature connectors (part numbers 276-
1547 and 276-1548 respectively) or the
equivalent. The Table shows the wiring
configuration. We tied pins 6, 8, and 20
together and the device still worked.

System Requirements

All systems

78 ¢ 80 Micro, June 1986

KMale Connector

Protective ground
Transmit data
Receive data
Request to send
Clear to send

Data set ready
Signal ground
Carrier detect

20 Data terminal ready
20 Data terminal ready

W00 W=

Femeale Connector

Protective ground
Transmit data
Receive data

Clear to send
Request to send
Data terminal ready
Signal ground

Data terminal ready
Carrier detect

Data set ready

G OB =D TN
[=] (]

{ other pins not required for this function }

Table. Pin configurations.

Current Status:

Autodial Modem . ........ No
BAUDRate ............. 300
Data Word Length . ...... 8 BITS
Parity ................. NONE
Number of Stop Bits . . .. .. 1 BIT
XON/XOFF Flow Control ... ON
ASCII Character filter . . ... OFF
LineFeed Filer .......... OFF
Echo (Half Duplex) ....... OFF
Redial (# of Retries} . . .. ... 0

Figure 1. The screen display of
DeskMate protocol parameters.

Only nine pins have to be wired on each
connector. Don’t use ribbon cable, which
is awkward for crossing connections. Use
solid wire instead of stranded for better
support. The wire path should be flexible
so the connectors won't dislodge if the
computers are accidentally bumped. Fig-
ures 1 and 2 show the protocols you
should use to configure DeskMate and
SETCOM. Pressing the clear and 8 keys
together gives you a menu showing the
COMM settings. B

Dan Keen and Robert Murray can be
reached at RD 1 Box 432, State Highway
83, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210.

RS232 pararneters:

Baud =300
Word Length =8
Stop Bits =1
Parity =NONE
Break Value =X'03’
Output control line status:

DTR =OFF
RTS =QOFF

Input control line conditions
observed:

RI =IGNORE
DSR =IGNORE
CD =GNORE
CTS =JGNORE

Figure 2. The screen display of
SETCOM parameters.

Related Articles

Dixon, Bradford N., *'You Can Get There
from Here,” September 1985, p. 36. A tu-
torial on transferring files between com-
puters.

Rowell, Dave, “*Have Data, Will Travel,”
October 1985, p. 52. A tutorial on data file
compatibility.

Photograph hv Frank Cordalla



4TH. ¥EL. LECTURE MEETING 1986

Meeting Schedual :

JAN, SYSTENS®
Al S #2nd Sat 1 p.m. Our House.
Warkshop <Bring Computers
FER BASIC CROGRAMHING 4th Wed. & pam, Round Table Fizza
’ _ Formal Lectures etc.
Al PROGRANS “INSTALLATION® IN YOUR
HRCH e Membership Card Reqguired
CORPUTER 2. buests @ Ry Appointment only
AFRIL CARE AND CLEANING DF COMPUTER .N>\\.\O - UO8-37 -2 77 1
ACCESSORIES
&
HAY COMPUTER BODKS AND MAGAZIRES BB.S.so8-374 32074
JUNE TELECOHMUNICATIONS AN YOU
JULY COMFUTER SCHOOLS
~COURGES-CLASES - meoRPARK AVE. .
R.Tfiz
ALB. COHPUTER UTILITY PROGRAMS Hamilton Ave
GEPT. COPY PROTECTION-C sell A
Campbell Ave.
FROGRARS »
= o
0T, SEFAIRS 2 ]
A Budd Ave. w m
NOV ’ i = WGM
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=
kS g
<
W E ® . Frianway




. 1so1qq0y

WP parvnary

- SR ST 1

pue ssauisnq ‘awoy '|ooyds ‘ejewsa) pue ajeus ‘plo pEE !

BunoA 'siseisrjua 191ndwod awoy IN9jBWE PUB 32IA0U
Us33aM]aq 10BIUOD 2502 S1aquwaw apinoad o) adoy app

‘alaydsowie gnjo |B120S—{BULIOJU|
ue Ul asemyos pue aiemprey Bunsixa jo Suipuelsiapun
i9119q 104 -sbBupjasw ay) bDBuiinp uoljedijdde
WU0-spuey,, Buisn abpsimouy Jeindwod |ejo) ssequaw
sll opinoid 0} paysygelsa usaq Sey qno siyl

JaOn
AN

S0

kny

~LA

9 PM

‘?‘\
31

>,

95008

760 Manx AvE.
ampbell, CA

-
-



